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BORDERSECURITYOPERATIONSCENTER
TEXASDEPARTMENTOFPUBLICSAFETY

You may use the Texas DPS iWatchto report suspicious activities or behaviors that may 
indicate criminal or terrorist activity, such as drug smuggling, human smuggling,

oil field thefts, and other criminal activity. Every report will be reviewed by analysts.
You may also contact DPS at 1-866-786-5972, or through the JOIC contacts listed below.

OPERATION BORDER STAR

Border SecurityOps Ctr 
(Austin)

El Paso JOIC
(ElPaso)

Big Bend JOIC
(Marfa)

Del RioSector
(Del Rio)

Laredo Sector
(Laredo)

Rio Grande Valley 
Sector 

(McAllen)

Coastal Bend Sector
(Victoria)

Main Phone #
(512) 

454-7561
(915) 

680-6500
(432) 

729-4506
(830) 

778-7837
(956) 

764-3181
(956) 

289-5727
(361) 

485-8500

Main E-mail
TBSOC

@dps.texas.gov
joic.elpaso

@dps.texas.gov
joic.marfa

@dps.texas.gov
joic.delrio

@dps.texas.gov
joic.laredo

@dps.texas.gov
joic.mcallen

@dps.texas.gov
joic.victoria

@dps.texas.gov

South Texas Ranch Crime Index Total as of February 28, 2018:  58

JOIC Contact 
Information

The Ranch BOSA is a monthly overview of drug/human smuggling and other criminal activity in south and west Texas. 
The purpose of this report is to inform ranch owners of emerging trends and relevant incidents.

The Ranch Crime index comprises rancher input of criminal traffic patterns occurring 
outside of  main highways and roadways, and across ranch properties.

https://iwatchtx.org/?site=tx
mailto:TBSOC@dps.texas.gov
mailto:joic.elpaso@txdps.state.tx.us
mailto:joic.marfa@txdps.state.tx.us
mailto:joic.delrio@txdps.state.tx.us
mailto:joic.victoria@dps.texas.gov
mailto:joic.mcallen@dps.texas.gov
mailto:joic.victoria@dps.texas.gov
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.microassist.texasdps
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/texas-dps/id902092368?mt=8


Ranch Border Operations Sector Assessment

Seizures ςCYTD2019 El Paso Marfa Del Rio Laredo RGV
Coastal 
Bend

TOTAL

Marijuana (lbs) 29,563 12,547 3,873 61,797 64,527 422 172,729
Cocaine (lbs) 451 49 155 827 2,354 212 4,048

Methamphetamine (lbs) 1,156 176 309 2,403 4,984 118 9,146
Heroin (lbs) 72 5 23 125 199 < 1 424



Sector Apprehension Comparisons

Other Than 
Mexicans
(OTMs)

El Paso Marfa Del Rio Laredo RGV
Coastal 
Bend

TOTAL

CYTD2019 67,616 2,932 19,664 5,463 139,636 0 235,311

Unaccompanied 
Alien Children 

(UACs)
FY2017 FY2016 FY2015 FY2014 FY2013

Texas Border 31,827 47,192 31,109 58,312 27,827

Illegal
Aliens 
(IAs)

El Paso Marfa Del Rio Laredo RGV
Coastal 
Bend

TOTAL

CYTD2019 73,024 4,484 23,824 17,742 153,239 0 272,313
USBP

Falfurrias 

Checkpoint

Human smugglers and IAs can circumvent inland

US Border Patrol checkpoints by walking through ranches 

and farms, but the attempt is dangerous.

From 2009 to the present, human remains have been 

found in Brooks County 651 times.

Brooks County

For more information, visit the USBPwebsite at:  https:// www.cbp.gov
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MARFA SECTOR

On 08 MAY, USBP Agents, assisted by DPS AVN, apprehended nine IAs 
on a ranch south of Allamoore. The subjects were processed.     

On 13 MAY, Brewster Co SO Deputies and USBP Agents apprehended three IAs 
near the entrance a ranch south of Marathon. The subjects were referred to USBP.     

On 20 MAY, Brewster Co SO Deputies assisted USBP Agents with the 
apprehension of 11 IAs on a ranch west of Marathon. One of the subjects is a 

convicted child sex offender. The subjects were referred to USBP and processed. 



MARFA SECTOR

On 19 MAY, USBPAgents seized 
166.65 lbs of marijuana that was found 
abandoned near a ranch northwest of 

Valentine. The marijuana was found in three 
large burlap backpacks. Three subjects are 
believed to have absconded. The marijuana 

was referred to Alpine DEA.

On 28 MAY, USBP Agents seized 
338.73 lbs of marijuana located in 

six large burlap backpacks and 
apprehended six IAs on a ranch 
south of Van Horn. The case was 

referred to Alpine DEA.



DEL RIO SECTOR

On 01 MAY, a Dimmit Co SO Deputy met with the owner of a ranch in Big Wells.
The rancher stated one of his workers discovered where someone had cut one of his 
fence lines. Two sets of tire tracks were noticed in the gap. The rancher believed that 

the fence line was cut to avoid cameras at the entrance of the neighboring ranch.

On 01 MAY, a Zavala Co SO Deputy conducted a traffic stop on a white 2000
Chevrolet Silverado pickup on US-57, east of La Pryor, whena pursuit ensued.

The vehicle was driven through a field near US-57, in Batesville, and the occupants 
bailed out. USBP Agents detained four IAs, and two juvenile IAswere identified as 
the human smugglers. The IAs were processed, and the vehicle was impounded. 

The vehicle had a fictitious license plate, but was not reported stolen.

On 03 MAY, a Dimmit Co SO Deputy conducted a traffic stop on a gray 2013 Ford 
F-150 pickup on FM 133, east of Catarina, when a pursuit ensued. The vehicle 
was driven through a ranch fence, and the occupants bailed out. USBP Agents 
searched the area, but the subjects absconded. The vehicle had license plates 
and a registration sticker from another vehicle, and the vehicle was reported 

stolen from Cedar Park. The vehicle was impounded.



DEL RIO SECTOR

On 03 MAY, a Kinney Co SO Deputy located a group of subjects on a ranch near 
US-277, west of Spofford. USBP Agents apprehended 10 IAs and processed them. 

On 03 MAY, a USBP Agent conducted a vehicle stop on a 
white 2014 Ford F-250 pickup on US-83 in Catarina, when the 
vehicle failed to yield. The vehicle, which had been cloned to 
resemble an oilfield truck, was driven through a ranch fence 
and found abandoned. A Dimmit Co SO Deputy impounded 
the vehicle, which was reported stolen from Grand Prairie.
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